COROT WEEK n°8 OPENING SPEECH

Pierre MOSKWA
May the 24th, 2005
Dear Annie BAGLIN
Our Prime Investigator
Distinguished Guests from all the COROT Science Community
Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is a great pleasure for me to be here in Toulouse for today’s Opening ceremony of the COROTWEEK n°8.
Science is major priority for CNES, the scientists are our customers, and particularly the Universe Science including the Astronomy. 
COROT is existing since 1993 and after a long maturation period,  is today one flagship of the CNES programs.
That means a very strong involvement in term of human and financial resources (: 50 full-time people and 18 M€ a year)
A COROTWEEK is always an important event for the Science community and beyond that, this one has a special dimension for CNES since being hosted in Toulouse and jointly organized by “l’Observatoire de Midi Pyrénées” and CNES.

This co-organization is a picture of the close partnership between the laboratories and CNES, which is one mainstay of the program. A second mainstay is the international (and particularly) European cooperation and both are equally necessary for COROT.
This wide variety of skills and cultures is a chance for this program because we have all together joined our forces, even that means also a more complex management of the organization.
I take this opportunity to pay homage to all the actors and to the excellent spirit which prevails between us.
Before concluding this speech, I would like to reaffirm the very strong will of CNES to make this program a great success.
I make a date with you for the launch of the satellite next year and wish to everyone a very fruitful COROTWEEK.

Enjoy your stay in TOULOUSE !
Thank you.
